Churches Together in Kendal and District Meeting Minutes
Wednesday 16th September 2026, 7.00pm at 2 Lynngarth Drive

Present
Hilary Borthwick
Louise Gregory
Marie-Anne Kent
Jean Lyon
Shanthi Peiris
Ian Wilson

Apologies
Mary Bullard
Raymond Daley
Lucy Foster
Becky Gibbs
Delphine Gratrix
Linda Hunter (can’t do Wed/Thur/Fri)
Anne Pater
Michelle Woodcock

Opening Prayer
Marie-Anne opened in prayer.

Matters arising
None

Finance
As previous. Accounts will be audited.

News from around the churches (one blessing, one challenge)

Holy Trinity and St George’s (RC)
Continue to serve Sedbergh, Kirkby Lonsdale, Milnthorpe, Grange and Arnside in addition to Kendal, with two Priests and a Deacon.
The Society of Friends
The Quakers continue to hold their Vigil for Climate Justice and Peace on the first Monday of every month : The Birdcage 10.30  - 11.15am.
Many of the Quaker Tapestries will remain on display in Kendal. Free entry Wednesdays 10.00 -4.00 until the end of October, and then again in the Spring and Summer.
St Thomas’
CMJ Bible come to life, starts 7th-9th October, 6.30-9.30pm 10th October, 10am – 4pm open to the public. Schools are visiting during the day.
Alpha starting 21st October. Coffee morning 3rd October 10am-12noon.
The Salvation Army
Our Taekwondo School has moved into its own premises, loss of revenue. Going into partnership again with the Brathay Trust.
Struggling hugely with only 50% of an Officer.
Sandylands 
Causeway has a regular 20 attendees and lots of helpers. New format and its grown. It belongs to the members. Always ends with My Lighthouse.
Has bronze Eco Award, heading for Gold. 
Celebrating Winnie the Pooh’s 100th birthday.
Looking for a room booking coordinator. Safeguarding is a challenge!
Kings
Morning prayer room was attended every morning and by different churches. 
Location is a challenge – outgrown current premises.
St George’s
Volkerstein has taken the barriers down, the church could have a summer fayre.
People can no longer drive who used to provide lifts. Anna Chaplaincy will be significant.
Stricklandgate
Has an organised contracted Taxi Service. 
Enjoyed Kings sharing the building for 8 weeks. 
Building continues to be a challenge, but has been decorated externally.
Kendal Parish Church
11 adults and 3 children confirmed on Sunday, with amazing testimonies. One had struggled with addiction and just glowed with sheer joy.
Have had to start a new house group, also running an Alpha Course and Christianity Explored Course.
Big building project.

Looking ahead
•	Remembrance Sunday 8th November
Same format as last year. 9.30am at church.

•	Carol Singing (Bird Cage)
Saturday 12th December 1pm - 2pm. The Choristers aren’t available. Needs to have commitment from people now to not be an embarrassment. A notice is to go around all the churches asking for commitment. In aid of Manna House.

•	Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Begins Saturday 23rd January. There will be a joint service with Methodists, URC and Kings Church at some point.
A Prayer Bookmark will be made and circulated again.
Activities taking place during the week, that all are welcome to:
Saturday 	Women’s Breakfast at Booths – 9.30am
Monday 	John 17 - 7pm (Venue TBC)
Tuesday 	Connect Café at The Army 12 noon 
Communion 5.30pm KPC
Wednesday	‘Wednesday at 10’ Sandylands
Communion at Burneside 10.30am
Communion at St Thomas – 12 noon followed by Soup Lunch
Thursday 	Natland Communion 10am, KPC 10.30am
Friday 	Meeting at the Quakers 12.30pm

AOB
Manna House was discussed at length. All churches are dealing with individuals who are rough sleeping and fully appreciate the need for Manna House. A solution couldn’t be suggested. 
The leaflet to become a Friend of Manna House will go out with the Minutes.

John 17 are being invited to hold their Prayer Meetings in other churches, fourth Monday of the month, 7-8pm. Everyone Welcome.
28th September -  Kendal Parish Church
26th October - Parr Street
23th November - The Salvation Army

Date of next meeting	
Tuesday 12th January 2027, 7pm at The Salvation Army

The meeting closed with the Grace.
