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Churches Together in Kendal and District
Minutes
Tuesday 27th January 2026, 7pm at Kendal Parish Church

· BG opened in prayer.

· Present
Shanthi Thompson, Hilary Borthwick, Delphine Gratrix, Lois Sparling, Andy Ward, Becky Gibbs, George Briggs, Lucy Foster, Raymond Daley, Debbie Rimmer

· Apologies for Absence
Mary Bullard, Stephen and Liz Lockwood, Anne Pater, Kevin Huggett, Pauline Brookes, Jean Lyons

· Minutes of meeting held on Monday 16th September 2025 accepted and agreed.

· Review:

· Bird Cage carolling
Timing didn’t work. Having the Choristers worked brilliantly. Would a Friday Farmers’ Market be better? That would exclude the Choristers.
Thanks to Jonathan Bielby for bringing the keyboard and going to so much trouble.
Agreed on just an hour this year, 1pm -2pm. Saturday 19th is 1st choice, 12th is 2nd  choice and 5th is 3rd  choice.  (HB to book)

· Remembrance Sunday
Done differently this year, starting with the service at KPC and marching to the War Memorial. Only needs a few tweaks, everyone was happy with it. Many more attended this year.

· Lois Sparling from CTiC
(HB to send CTiC newsletter around once again and invite people to subscribe, but it is up to individuals to do so after that.)
CTiC Newsletter comes out 10 times a year. 
CTiC used to have a Social Responsibility Forum. Now they have a Social Action Team, Lois, Jo Phillips and Jonny Gios do a day each per week. They have connections in the area. They are available to be used as a resource. e.g. who do you know that could help us open a Mental Health café?
Every CT group is different.  
The Social Action Audit that was undertaken is being used to work towards a Faith Covenant, which will hopefully be signed at the Unity Festival.
CTiCebsite currently being redesigned. Facebook page is very active.
Discussion:
We have MC meetings, CT meeting and KAM meetings, to ensure no one is left out. 
Some grants require membership of local CT.
Some CT produce a Christmas Card containing ALL Christmas Services. 
Our CT does do amazing things together – it has continued to do the regular things for many years, and has added in new things.
A couple from STK met at the sunrise service and are getting married this year.
County wide CTiC’s work e.g around DV and Modern Slavery has been very valuable. It’s good to be part of something bigger.
Anna Chaplaincy, came out of Dementia Enabling. Has been inundated with applications. Protocol is being established for AC in hospitals and care homes. It’s good to know that it’s been done properly by trained people as Clergy do not have capacity.
CT is happening at various different levels within Kendal. We don’t have to force things. It’s about individuals from different churches being involved in things together.
On Thursday 4th June 2026, at St Michael’s Workington there will be a CTiC Event – Difficult Conversations.
An organisation called ‘Engaging Theology’ runs monthly seminars on Monday evenings on Zoom. This term they are focused on Christian Nationalism: 
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/7-_zCBgDnuyXmY8FzfZH2yaPl?domain=engaging-theology-in-cumbria.org/ 
Lois thanked the group for having her, she can be contacted at community.chaplain.gmc@gmail.com

· Looking Ahead:

· Walk of Witness 3rd April 2026.  STK to host 10.30am Service, Walk of Witness is at 11.15am. It follows the route specified for safety reasons, concluding at KPC. DG would like someone else to share responsibility on the day. AW will do this. GB will liaise with AP re service and stops on the walk.
· Sunrise Service 6.30am, ST to lead this year.
· Pentecost Praise 24th May 8pm.
· Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – Has just happened, but nothing was organised. Do we need to celebrate it together? It looks much wider than just our Community. It’s timing means that there isn’t the opportunity after Christmas to organise anything.

· Finance

6 churches are still to pay their fees. Fees are still £15. A subscription is paid annually to CTiC.

DR needs a copy of the AGM minutes for the Bank that record that DG and ST are to become signatories on the account. (HB has sent this.)

· News from around the churches – one challenge, one joy!

Salvation Army 		Joy: Hall hires are all linking with each other
 				Challenge: an elderly congregation getting frailer
Natland 			Joy: New vicar 
Challenge: sad losses and health struggles
KPC 				Joy: new people coming in without trying
Challenge: how we disciple and grow and integrate them
STK	Joy: Friday night Spud Club, came out of Christmas Day, 
Challenge: in 4th round of advertising for a vicar in MC
Crosscrake & The Huttons 	Joy: Schools all want input  
Challenge: could easily be a full time role on its own
Sandylands 	Joy: Causeway/ Friends/Life-steps Carol Service a great success, and has got new members  
Joy: New vicar
HT&SG	Joy: Integrating different cultures and including their carols in the Carol Service
			Challenge: Fully and properly including them
Quakers (email from MB)	Joy: Vigil for Climate Justice and Peace, 1st Monday of the  month at The Birdcage.
	Challenge: Negotiating a way forward since the closure of the Tapestry Museum, which came as a surprise.

· Any other business:

WDP is at Stricklandgate, posters available 2pm.

Experiencing Easter – The 4 churches of Natland, Crosscrake, Old and New Hutton are providing this together at Natland, Old Hutton and Crosscrake, for the 3 primary schools.

John 17 – not heard anything about it recently.

· Date of next meeting:

AGM - Wed 17th June 2026 7pm, at The Salvation Army

· Closed by sharing The Grace.
